
 

         BEHIND the LINE

 
 

 

STATISTICS – A Measurement Tool for Cautious Application 

Someone once said that 93% of all statistics are made up on the spot and there is an example of 

one. Depending on the source, the data field, the questions asked to gain the data, the randomness 

of the article for which the statistics speak; all are factors influencing what statistics say. We’ll look 

at one set of stats put together by roadsnacks.net and let’s examine what they say. 

 

Fake news, it’s the rage 

but fake news has been 

around since the first set 

of statistics! 

 
 

1. 8th Most Murders in 

the State in Canton 

2. 7th Most Murders 

per 100k 

population – 

Canton 

 

 

The article seemed to spring up from the abyss. Where had this 

information been for the last year? Why wasn’t I, and the remainder of the 

law enforcement community in general, aware of these new facts? There it 

was, however, in the headline: 

CANTON Among the Top 

10 Murder Capitals of Ohio 
Close the windows, lock the doors, check on the baby in her crib! With a 

headline like this one, it must be near Armageddon! What are we to do? A 

cry is heard coming from the front lawn – a chicken is running in circles 

screaming, The Sky is Falling! The Sky is Falling! (You’re right, it wasn’t a 

big chicken.) 

Ranked 8th Last Year ~ 9th Now in 2019 

Who says so? The sub-title claims it’s the FBI numbers which say so. Who 

is reporting on it? Chris Kolmar of RoadSnacks – an online social media 

outlet. RoadSnacks is part of HomeSnacks and according to their own site, 

“HomeSnacks combines recent data from the Census, FBI, 

OpenStreetMaps, and dozens of other sources into bite-sized studies to help 

you understand what it’s like to live in different communities across the 

country. 

We have been professionally ranking cities, neighborhoods, counties, and 

states across America for over three years.” 

“Bite-sized studies” is a term which should make the reader take notice. 
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Growing up in Ohio you 

know there are 3 larger 

cities – two have 

‘professional’ baseball 

and football teams, one 

has a Governor. That 

leaves 7 more cities to 

make the list! 

1. Akron, just a rifle shot 

from Cleveland ranks 

4th 

2. Warren, aka 

Youngstown North 
comes in at number 5 

 

 

 

 

RANKING the CITIES 

East Cleveland had only 6 murders, Canton 16. 

 

 
Here is the issue. Determining ranking by ‘per 100k for cities whose 

population is under 100k skews the appearance of the result. East 

Cleveland has a substantially lower population than Canton but Canton’s 

16 to East Cleveland’s 6 brings about a similar statistical average. An even 

smaller town, perhaps of 8,000 population having just 2 homicides, 

perhaps a family dispute gone bad, the statistics put that town at 25.0, 

ranking higher than Canton.   
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Ranking Ohio’s Cities 
 

Growing up in Ohio you know there are 3 larger cities – two have 

‘professional’ baseball and football teams, one has a Governor. That leaves 

7 more cities to make the list! But wait! Columbus, the capital city isn’t even 

in the Top 5, she comes in at Number 6 on the countdown! 

 

Anyone who doesn’t pick Cleveland for Number 1 has never seen any 

network comedy shows in the last thirty years.  Number 2 is Youngstown 

with Cincinnati falling in behind Youngstown at Number 3 – and 

Youngstown doesn’t even have a Major League Baseball team! Sorry Cinci, 

but you did have WKRP! 

 

Political boundaries are all that separate some of those running the tighter 

races. For example, ranked 8th is East Cleveland... come on, run a red light 

or two in Cleveland avoiding the gunshots and you’re in East Cleveland!  

Cops work for Cleveland PD because they don’t want to risk working for 

East Cleveland! But this is where the statistics get scary for Cantonites!  

 

Last year, East Cleveland was 65th and moved up to 8th! Last year, Canton 

was 8 and went down to the 9 slot! East Cleveland has 29.1 murders per 100k. 

Canton has 22.5 per 100k!  

 

 Canton Cops average $52k; East Cleveland Police are at $34,860 which is 24% below national average! 

Here is the problem with statistics. Two cities, one with almost three times as many homicides ranks almost 

equal per 100k. Using such a mathematical observation for cities less than 100k to begin with can skew results 

to appear much worse than they seem. As an example, add a city of 8,000 population. They have a domestic 

related double homicide, two people killed. They suddenly have a rate of 25 per 100k, out distancing Canton 

and East Cleveland.  

 

On the pie graph you see the population of Canton at 71.7k with the average number of persons under the 

poverty level at 22.7, very close to the homicide level. Correlation? Wait, look at the other number, 68.6k of 

the 71.7k population are employed. This number indicates the number under poverty level gets an increased 

level of importance because it is a ratio per 100k not an actual number. Caution in interpolating statistics into 

your daily world. 



SPRINGFIELD? 
Coming in at 10 was 

Springfield Ohio – 

45 miles west of Columbus, 

25 miles NE of Dayton 

Wittenberg University 

The small city of 58 plus 

thousand residents suffers 

15.3 homicides per 100k. 

What is truly amazing? 

LAST YEAR – Springfield 

Ranked 1st! 
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Diversification or Extinction 

With the shifts in the manufacturing industry Canton, a heavy steel 

industrial city found it needed to diversify its income base or suffer a 

painful death. Now the service economy including retailing, education, 

finance and healthcare lead the economy of Canton. 

 

Six Police Officers Killed in past 18 months in Ohio 

Cops know the job they do is a dangerous one. They accept the risk on 

behalf of people they do not even know, other than they are fellow 

citizens of this nation, this state and their community. They reflect 

dedication to duty and it is an honor to be a retired officer, a distinction 

too many aren’t able to achieve. 

 

Contact information 

Security Consulting Investigations, LLC our staff and our agents are 

eager to meet you and serve your private investigation, armed security 

or security consulting needs. 

 

Follow SCI 

SCI is on Facebook and you can find Dr. Ross Riggs, SCI’s President 

posting at www.docriggs.com, www.security-consulting.us, on LinkedIn 

and Twitter. 
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